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Babette Duncan, with her Remembr ance Day haul – who’d have thought Reigate woul d have such fungal treasures? 

 
[On our way to Ikea] this morning, I shouted the renowned "Mushrooms!!", Andrew 
stopped the car when he could, and I went to see what was the orangy colour that 
had caught my eye.  It was Fly Agaric, lots, in circles round an oak, and sure 
enough, I then saw 3 beautiful Porcini waiting for me. Got them in the car all the 
way to Ikea and on our way back, I just HAD to go back and visit the area better... 
Never would I have thought!   
  
I filled my basket with 14 of them, weighing a total of 3.7 kg. I also found some 
blewitts and a huge cluster of Oyster mushrooms, making it a personnal record of 
4.6kg of edible goodies. I feel like a child at Christmas . . . . . 
 
I got the visit today of an ex-teacher of 1 of our kiddies, who knew at the time that I 
was a mushroom fan. He came to see if I had "kept the mushroomimg" because if 
not, he's encouraging me to have a go because "there are so many around". 
He's been hunting for about 12 years, says that the season has been horrible, 
until... now, when they all seem to be coming out together. He found astronomical 
quantities of ceps at the week-end, and him and I are going together this week-end 
hopefully. So I'll  keep you posted, 
 

Babette (8 and 9 November) 
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