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The first chanterelles of the year are here – still just buttons in Mid-Wales, but up in force down South 

Over the past 25 years, I have battled with ways to predict the mushroom harvest. 
All are very variable in quantity, but many are more reliable in timing and in a clear 
relationship to the weather. The chanterelle is one of the most dependable on these 
last two fronts. In Britain it usually starts to come up at the beginning of June, with 
further flushes prompted by fresh rainfall.   

  
Look closely in the right spot and they are everywhere 

 

Thus when I went out this morning I was moderately confident of success. Sure 
enough there were a few buttons in a favourite spot. These are still too young to 
harvest, but they are picking them in numbers down in the New Forest already and 
now is a good time to start prospecting for patches. In England and Wales the most 
likely spots are in damp young broadleaf trees. Oak, chestnut and hazel coppice is 



good in the South East while in Wales it is commonest near birch. Everything seems 
to change in Scotland, however, where they seem to appear almost anywhere. That 
said it is still a bit early for Hibernian Cantherellus cibarius. Although this is the 
source of the only wild British mushroom gathered on any significant commercial 
scale, they don’t start appearing in London wholesalers until about the third week in 
July.   

  
Chanterelles are difficult to find at first – the habitat is critical 

 
 
Good hunting! 

 
Daniel Butler 
www.fungiforays.co.uk  
01597 811168 / 0779 429 4221 
 
P.S. As always, just a quick reminder that because I loathe junk e-mails, I’d hate to 
think I was cluttering up your inbox. If at any time you want your name taken off, 
just let me know with a brief - preferably polite - indication that you want to be 
removed.  
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