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IT’S STARTED WITH A BANG! 

 
After the unpleasantness outlined in my last newsletter, I am pleased to announce a 

huge improvement on the really important fronts. Today I took out a couple from Cardiff 

and they hit the motherlode!  



 



Two French foragers who really know the value of a cep . . . (or should that be cepe? – I think the spelling is regional) 

This basket doesn’t look like much, but believe me it was. My kitchen scales only go up 

to 5kg and I would estimate this was at least 7kg – probably closer to 10kg. It took us a 

couple of hours to retrieve these, but we were aiming for as many species as possible – 

not a bumper crop.  

 
This might not look too impressive, but some of the biggest mushrooms here weighed almost a kilo 

Just to fill in with a bit of detail, we found eight edible species, seven of which are 

absolutely top-notch. The yellow russulas are palatable, but fairly indifferent. On the 

other hand the millers, hedgehogs, chanterelles, bay boletes, deceivers, cepes and tete 

de negre (summer boletes) were brilliant.   



 
The warmth and rain mean there are still bumper loads of chanterelles 

Anyway, the pair went home with something like £200 of good-quality wild mushrooms 

at wholesale prices. If you were to buy these in Harrods, you’d be talking about £1,000. 

Romain and Barbara have a long evening of slicing, drying and cooking ahead of them.   

 



Time to fill the store cupboards . . . 

 

Finally, there is something cooking on the New Forest front. If things go according to 

plan, there ought to be a big bang at the end of the week. Oh, and if anyone wants to 



hear the discussion between myself and Professor Lynne Body about bans on foraging, it 

went out on Radio Wales this morning – this is the link: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07w09wv. 

 

Let’s hope for a good autumn! 

 

Daniel Butler  

 
www.fungiforays.co.uk  

 
01597 811168 / 07794 294221 

 
P S As always, let me know if you want to be removed from the mailing list – this is a bit 

more complicated at my end than it should be, but I will do my best to keep everyone 

happy.  

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fb07w09wv&h=JAQGZ7d-V
http://www.fungiforays.co.uk/

