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SUMMER BONANZA 

The last 36 hours have brought plenty of rain. Our water butts are now full and the 

ground no longer feels like concrete (although it’s not exactly sodden). So I went out 

this morning on a recce to see how the land lies. It was worth it: within minutes I was 

spotting various inedible, but exciting, ‘indicator’ species – that is to say inedible or 

uninteresting mushrooms that come up in the same places and just before the real 

McCoy. 

    
Amanitas are certainly best-avoided and I don’t rate yellow swamp russulas, but they are good ‘indicator’ mushrooms . . . . 

My excitement was prompted because a week ago I came across lots of tiny ceps – 

clearly the start of a serious flush. Until recently I wouldn’t have thought of looking this 

early in the year for this, believing they didn’t generally emerge until late September. 

About five years ago, however, on a reconnaissance trip at the end of August, I 

discovered the remains of some monsters. Since then I’ve begun to look in earnest in 

high summer. Today I was rewarded with encouraging signs of baby ceps (porcini if you 

like), but the prize find lay a few yards further on – the first hedgehogs of the year! 

These are a wonderfully tasty mushroom – a sort of slightly crunchier chanterelle.  

        
Today’s gastronomic prize find (to my mind)  



As I left the wood, I found a decent sized porcino (about 300g I’d guess) and a mile 

further on came across a lovely orange birch boletes in very good condition.  

       

A mature cep and a retiring orange birch boletes (to misquote John Lennon ‘you’ve got to be good lookin’ to see those at 30 mph’)  

And finally, just before I got home I found a nice patch of young chanterelles with a 

beautiful charcoal burner growing nearby.  

       

This year’s forays begin on 10 September – meanwhile, here are the ‘shrooms I 

bothered to pick today. Tomorrow I’m off to my best wood to start harvesting the 

‘Motherload’ to dry for the future. 



 



 

I’m an eternal optimist – but I think we could be looking at a good autumn! 

 

Daniel Butler  
 

www.fungiforays.co.uk  
 

01597 811168 / 07794 294221 
 

P S As always, let me know if you want to be removed from the mailing list – this is a bit 
more complicated at my end than it should be, but I will do my best to keep everyone 

happy.  

http://www.fungiforays.co.uk/

