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As always, summer weather has an extra element of interest for the forager. The last six 

months have been relatively warm and dry locally. This has seen a lot of mushrooms 

coming up relatively early and the recent rain has triggered a predictable the burst of 

fungal activity. Last week I found a few stinkhorns and shaggy parasols for example – I 

still can’t quite bring myself to eat the former, but the latter were delicious.  

   
Stinkhorns are edible in the ‘egg’ stage, but difficult to stomach after seeing (and smelling) the mature mushroom 

 

 

    
Shaggy parasols are coming up – they are one of the few edibles that seem to love Leylandeii . . .  

 

 



Chanterelles are also starting to appear in force – just in time for the summer holidays! I 

know I’ve said it many times in the past, but mushroom hunting really is a great family 

activity. Not only are finds delicious (and would cost a fortune on a Continental market 

stall), but it’s free!   

 

      
Mushroom hunting is a great family activity . . . (and it adds another dimension to walking the dog) 

 

 



 
Chanterelles – surely one of our greatest mushrooms? 

 
 

If anyone is interested in mushroom hunting over the school holidays, I am happy to put 

on an impromptu personalised event. The cost is based on £50 per hour in the woods, 

but numbers are immaterial and for a small additional charge we can finish with home 

made bread and wild mushroom soup plus a tasting session. Thus if you can gather a 

small group it becomes a very affordable introduction to the delicious world of edible 

fungi. And yes, I know most children don’t like mushrooms, but almost all of them enjoy 

hunting them because, generally, thanks to better eyesight and a lower centre of 

gravity, they are better at it than their parents.  

Other than that I remain upbeat about prospects for the coming autumn and am looking 

forward to seeing a host of regular readers on my forays in September and October 

(details are on the website).  

 

Daniel Butler 

www.fungiforays.co.uk  

01597 811168 / 0779 429 4221 

 

http://www.fungiforays.co.uk/


P.S. As always, let me know if you want to be removed from the list and I will do it 

forthwith.  


